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COURSE OUTLINE

The seminar offers an overview of the issues surrounding the expansion of English worldwide
with special reference to Southern Africa. After a preliminary consideration of the relevance of
the three circles of English model, the seminar will provide descriptions of the different
sociological contexts of English and language contact in Southern Africa. This will be followed
by an examination of illustrative trends in phonological, syntactic and semantic peculiarities of
English in Southern Africa. These will be discussed against the background of B. Kachru’s
cline of proficiency. Next the seminar will deal with issues of language-contact,
multilingualism, language planning and target models in education. Finally, the seminar will
consider the politics and cultural debates surrounding the status and roles of English as a

global language.

Schedule of meetings.

WEEK?1: June 19. The spread of English worldwide.

16-17 | Historical background to the spread of English worldwide

17-18 | The three circles of English and other models of English

usage worldwide

18-19 | English in Southern Africa- variety of contexts in the region.




WEEK 2: June 26. Issues in language contact in Southern Africa.

16-17 | Language use and attitudes towards English

17-18 | Language policies and language planning and case studies

18-19 | English Language and teaching issues: Target models in

teaching

WEEK 3: July 3. Standards, codification and regional peculiarities of English in
Southern Africa.

16-17 | Phonology

17-18 | Syntax

18-19 | Lexical

WEEK 4 | July 10. The cultural politics of English

16-17 | Race, class and gender issues

17-18 | Language, democracy and political

pluralism

18-19 | Summing up: English and global Africa.

Recommended reading

Angogo, R and Hancock (1980) English in Africa; Emerging Standards or Diverging Regionalisms?
English World-Wide. 1 (1).

Banda, F (1996). The Scope and Categorization of African English: Some Sociolinguistic
Considerations. English World-wide. 17 (1).

Harlech-Jones, Mbise and Vale (Eds) 2001 Guardian of the Word: Literature, Language and Politics in
SADC Countries. Windhoek, Namibia: Gamsberg Macmillan.

Jenkins, Jennifer 2003 World Englishes: A Resource Book for Students. New York: Routledge
Kachru,B. (1992) The Other Tongue. English Across Cultures . University of lllinois Press.

Klerk de (1996) Varieties of English Around the World: Focus on South Africa. John Benjamins
Pennycook, A. 1994. The Cultural Politics of English as an Infernational Language. London: Longman
Schmied, J (1991) English in Africa. London: Longman.

Zabus, C. 1991 The African Palimpsest: Indigenization of Language in the West African Europhone

Nowel. Amsterdam: Radopi.



